
COURSE SYLLABUS                                             WINTER 2014 
EC 200: INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMICS                                                                               CRN: 11102 
PCC  ROC K  CREEK ,  17705  NW  SPRIN G V ILLE  RD .  POR TLAN D ,  OR  97229  

COURSE  INFORMATION: 

CLASSROOM: Building 2, Room 110 
DATE AND TIME: MW, 4-5:50pm 
PREREQUISITES: WR 115, RD 115, MTH 20 

RECOMMENDED: MTH 95 
CREDITS: 4 
Course Content and Outcome Guide

INSTRUCTOR  INFORMATION 

INSTRUCTOR: Rondi A. Schei  
EMAIL: rondi.schei@pcc.edu or D2L (preferred) 

 I will respond to email sent Monday through Thursday within 48 hours. Emails sent Friday or 
over the weekend will be responded to on the following Monday.  

 Post "how to" questions on activities and assignments to the Q/A forum for a quicker 
response 7 days a week. 

 Post general questions regarding assignments to the Q/A forum for a quicker response 7 
days a week. 

 Any questions regarding personal performance on an assignment or accommodations should be sent via email. 
OFFICE HOURS:  By Appointment 

COURSE  DESCRIPTION: 

This is a survey course covering: the overview of economic thought, basic microeconomic and macroeconomic concepts, 
and a variety of economic issues.  EC200 is recommended for students who desire a one term survey course in 
economics. I have divided the course into three distinct modules: Core Economic Theory, Group Projects, and 
Development of Economic Thought. 
 
My goal is to expose you to the world of economics. I see myself as your personal “guide” through this vital and 
commonly misunderstood subject. Economics is not the study of how to make money, but rather the “ordinary business 
of life,” as coined by Alfred Marshall in 1890.  At its core, economics is about understanding the why and how behind the 
choices we all make.  By the end of the term you will have gained new insight into the field of economics and how to 
apply basic economic theory to a variety of economic issues. Biased political commentaries will no longer pull the wool 
over your eyes! 

INSTRUCTIONAL  MATERIALS:  

 Custom Textbook:  Introduction to Economics, ISBN: 9781121984684, Hard copy available at PCC Bookstore only. 
o ebook version:  McGraw-Hill eBookstore 

 Heilbroner, Robert L. 1999. The Worldly Philosophers: The Lives, Times, and Ideas of the Great Economic 
Thinkers.  Touchstone. New York.  

 Weekly Worksheets (available on D2L). 

 Desire2Learn 

 The Economist on Facebook 
 

RECOMMENDED  STUDY  AIDS 

 Lecture Outlines: I have made lecture outlines for you to use for note taking during lectures.  They are not 
required but do provide an "active learning" component preferred by some students.  

 Khan Academy and Paul Solman Videos: Short videos on core economic concepts and analytical methods. 

http://www.pcc.edu/ccog/default.cfm?fa=ccog&subject=ec&course=200
mailto:rondi.schei@pcc.edu
https://create.mcgraw-hill.com/shop/#/catalog/details/?isbn=9781121984684
https://my.pcc.edu/cp/home/displaylogin
http://www.facebook.com/TheEconomist


 Interactive Graphs: Graphs students can manipulate to gain better understanding of core economic models. 

 Worked Problems: Non-graded problems that work through additional analytical problems. 

 Self-Quizzes: Non-graded multiple choice and true/false questions on definitions and concepts 

INSTRUCTIONAL  APPROACH 

Economics is not an easy subject to understand for those whose first time it is taking economics. It can often seem 
theoretically counter-intuitive and the mathematical applications complicated.  To mitigate this, you will notice that I 
take a step-wise approach in the way I present the material.  Each week represents a self-contained unit.  This means 
that all activities for a weekly topic will be completed during the week (Monday through Sunday).  

PROFESSIONAL  COMPETENCE 

Professional competence at PCC is defined as the ability to “demonstrate and apply the knowledge, skills, and attitudes 
necessary to enter and succeed in a defined profession or advanced academic program.” Being a college student, 
whether part-time or full-time, is a job and should be treated as such.  Therefore, I not only expect you to meet the class 
expectations listed below, but also have respectfully and professionally. 
 
A course taken for credit means that for every hour spent in class a student should spend a minimum of 2 hours out of 
class studying and doing assignments (34 CFR Section 600.2).  Since this course is worth 4 credits, you should expect to 
spend at least 8 hours each week outside of class reading and doing assignments for this course.    

COURSE  EXPECTATIONS 

  Attend class and be on-time.  Email me beforehand if you foresee an absence.  

  Check your email and D2L daily for course updates and news.  

  Be able to manage your time. Note assignment due dates on your personal calendar.  

  Come to class prepared.  
 o Read the assigned readings before coming to class.  

  Bring books, Lecture Outlines (optional) and Worksheets (required) to class. I will not provide copies in class.  

  Actively participate in class activities.  

  Ensure all cell phones are SILENCED. 

  Food Policy: Drinks and snacks are allowed (e.g. water, soda, coffee/tea, juice, fruit, chips, granola bars, etc). 
However, do not bring any foods to class that are noisy or will make your classmates wish they were elsewhere 
(e.g. chips, pizza, french fries, sub sandwiches, burgers) 

GRADING  CRITERIA: 

The grading criteria for this course is based on a weighted grading scheme.  

Category Percent 

Reading Reviews 10% 
Challenge Questions 25% 
Activities 25% 
Exams (2 @ 20% each) 40% 

 
Assume that you obtain the following average percentages for each category:  reading reviews = 90%, challenge 
questions = 80%, activities = 85%, exam I = 80%, and exam II = 75%. 
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*I do not provide extra credit or accept late assignments. Instead, I drop your two lowest/missing reading reviews, your 
lowest/missing challenge questions assignment, and your lowest/missing activity. 



GRADED  ASSESSMENTS 

 No Late Homework will be accepted. 

 No make-up exams are allowed unless prior arrangement has been made at least 48 hours in advance. 
 
Reading Reviews: These will be short assignments over the assigned readings.  You will write brief impressions on the 
chapter readings and post them to the appropriate discussion forum.  I want you to comment on the concept(s) you 
found interesting or surprising and explain why.  In addition, comment on a concept that you may have had difficulty 
grasping fully. Rubric:  Initial Post = 4 points and Reply = 1 point.  
 
Challenge Questions:  Question sets that are taken from the end of chapter problems in your custom textbook.  There 
will be 2 to 3 multi-part problems on each question set. These will integrate economic concepts with mathematical 
calculations and/or graphical representations.  The challenge questions will also be located under the D2L Quiz 
tool.  They are under the category "Challenge Questions."  While you will be have unlimited access to the question sets 
up until the due date, you only have 2 submission attempts available.  After your first attempt, you will be able to view 
the questions answered incorrectly and feedback. If you wish to improve your score, you may do a second attempt. Your 
final grade on the assignment will be the average between the two attempts. 
 
Activities: There are a variety of activity assignments that will require you to apply concepts and/or gain fluency with 
concepts.  Each activity will have a specific set of instructions.  
 
Theory Exam: In-class exam. This exam will cover the material in the Economic Theory Module. You will be allowed a 
two-sided 8.5 x 11 page of notes and a calculator. Mobile phone calculators are not allowed. The exam will consist of 
True/False, Problems, and Short Answer (min. 3 sentences).   
 
Group Presentation Project:  Your group will spend a week focusing on an economic topic of your choice. There will be a 
number of activities that you must all complete individually (a reading review, question sets, etc) but can work together 
on during class time. You will then put together a short lecture presentation for the entire class that focuses on a 
concept or two from your chosen topic. Depending on the number of groups, you will need to approximately give a 15 
minute presentation. Further details will be made available later in the term.  
 
Essay Exam: This exam will be given via D2L’s Quiz Tool. The exam will be available from Monday, March 17 at 12am to 
Wednesday, March 19 at 6pm. You will have three questions to answer and no one student will have the exact same 
questions as another. They will require a thorough understanding of the book and the lectures to answer.  Each essay 
should contain a minimum of 300 words (approx. 1 page double spaced).  You many enter and exit the exam as many 
times until it closes on 3/19 at 6pm. I recommend writing your essays in Word and copying them into the Quiz HTML 
editor. Remember to save each question before submitting the exam.  These essays r require that you use material 
found in the text and in lecture. Outside sources are strictly not allowed. If I find that your responses came from outside 
sources, you will receive a zero on the exam.  

PCC  POLICIES 

STUDENTS  WITH  DISABILITIES 

PCC is committed to supporting all students. Those who have a documented disability and require a classroom 

adjustment or accommodation should contact Disability Services, before the end of the first week and provide the 

Approved Academic Accommodations letter to the Instructor. 

ACADEMIC  INTEGRITY 

Students are required to complete this course in accordance with the Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook. 

Dishonest activities such as cheating on exams and submitting or copying work done by others (plagiarism) will result in 

disciplinary actions including but not limited to receiving a failing grade. See the Academic Integrity Policy for further 

details. . 



ADDITIONAL  POLICIES 

PCC Grading Guidelines: 
 http://www.pcc.edu/resources/academic/standards-practices/documents/G301GradingMarch2011.pdf  
 
Add/Drop/Withdraw Deadlines 
http://www.pcc.edu/registration/dropping.html 
 
Code of Student Conduct 
http://www.pcc.edu/about/policy/student-rights/documents/student-conduct.pdf 

http://www.pcc.edu/resources/academic/standards-practices/documents/G301GradingMarch2011.pdf
http://www.pcc.edu/registration/dropping.html
http://www.pcc.edu/about/policy/student-rights/documents/student-conduct.pdf


EC 200 COURSE SCHEDULE     WINTER 2014 
*THIS SCHEDULE IS INTENDED TO BE AS ACCURATE AS POSSIBLE. HOWEVER, CIRCUMSTANCES MAY ARISE THAT WILL WARRANT CHANGES TO THE SCHEDULE. 

Due Dates and Times:  

 Reading Reviews are due Wednesday at 11pm 

 Challenge Questions and Activities are due Sunday at 11pm.  
o Group Presentations (Activity #5 ) are due Wednesday 2/26 at 3pm. 

 
 

 

WEEK  DAY READINGS 

 

DUE 

Week 1: 
1/6 -1/12 

 

M 
Syllabus and Schedule 

History of Economic Systems 
A Brief Economic History of the United States 

Reading Review #1 
Challenge Questions #1 

 W Limits, Alternatives, and Choices 

Week 2: 
1/13-1/19 

 M Demand, Supply, and Market Equilibrium Reading Review #2 
Challenge Questions #2 

Activity #1 
 

W 
Pitfalls to Economic Reasoning 

Lessons of Easter Island 

Week 3: 
1/20-1/26 

 M NO CLASS 
Activity #2 

 W Settlers of Catan Game Rules 

Week 4: 
1/27-2/2 

 M 
Market Failures: Public Goods and Externalities 

Reading Review #3 
Challenge Questions #3 

Activity #3  W 

Week 5: 
2/3-2/9 

 M GDP and Economic Growth Reading Review #4 
Challenge Questions #4  W Business Cycles, Unemployment, and Inflation 

Week 6: 
2/10-2/16 

 M Aggregate Demand and Supply Reading Review #5 
Challenge Questions #5  W Review Day 

Week 7: 
2/17-2/23 

 M  Exam I Reading Review #6 
Activity #4  W Group Project 

Week 8: 
2/24-3/2 

 M Group Project Activity #5  
Challenge Questions #6  W Group Presentations 

Week 9: 
3/3-3/9 

 M Heilbroner: Chapters 1 to 4 Reading Review #7 
Activity #6  W Heilbroner: Chapter 5 and 6 

Week 10: 
3/10-3/16 

 M Heilbroner: Chapter 7 and 8 Reading Review #8 
Activity #7  W Heilbroner: Chapter 9 to 11 

Week 12: 
3/17-3/21 

 
 

Exam II 
 Wednesday 3/19 at 4pm

Essay Exam 

 


